
Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

• 1966: DAD: interactive access in building, including graphical 
displays
• Feb 1968 – branch in Griffith with PDP-9
• April 1968 – PDP-8 installed at Canberra – teletype access
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Teletypes
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

•May 1968 – PDP-8/S installed in Perth – link to UWA
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network: ‘remote’ teletypes

• The 1967-68 annual report contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

• Peter Heweston (private communication February 2020) reported being a user of 
the terminal at Land Research.
• A request on CSIRO Yammer’s provided information that there was a door at the 

lab, with a sign saying that the room being the site of the first computerised 
connection to the ‘outside world’ or something akin to that.
• Peter Hanlon (private communication February 2020) added:

• There was a teletype (ASR33 probably) set up at the Division of Land Research on the Black 
Mountain campus which ran by cable along the Botanic Gardens fence into a DEC PDP8 thence 
into the CDC3600.

• It operated for several weeks or months until lightning intervened, frying parts in the PDP8 
before damaging the CDC3600.

• Control Data generously fixed the machine out of spares, rumoured to be $80K-120K. DCR then 
considered optical isolators.
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network
– PDP-8 front-end and ‘phone lines

The 1967-68 annual
report contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network: Post Office delays

The 1968-69 annual report contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network: in use in Canberra
The Oct 1969
Newsletter
contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

• So we can confirm a limited wide-area network was in operation in 
September 1969. How much this constitutes a network (in the sense of 
DARPANET) is open to examination.
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

The 1969-70 annual
report contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

CoResearch April 1970 contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

CSIRO Computing History33 |



Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

CoResearch April 1970 contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network – linked computers

The 1970-71 annual
report contained an announcement of a project to link computers 

in state capitals to Canberra:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network
Linked computers – Remote job entry and printing to be provided
The 1970-71 annual
report contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network
Linked computers – remote interactive to be available.

The 1970-71 annual
report contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network
Linked PDP-11 computers
The 1970-71 annual
report contained:
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

CoResearch April 1972 contained:
• Start of operation of SIRONET
• Links to Adelaide, Melbourne, Brisbane, 

Sydney and Canberra
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

• By 1975, Csironet was well established. A paper by Colin D. Gilbert, The Evolution of 
Csironet, noted that:
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https://csiropedia.csiro.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/the-evolution-of-csironet.pdf
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Theme 2: The start of the on-line network

• So, 1969 or 1970 marks the beginning of CSIRO’s packet-
switched network
•Within a year after DARPANET started
• Spread to all capitals, many regional towns, most CSIRO sites.
• Later developments

• Micronodes based on Motorola 68000
• Multi-host/multi-service capabilities
• Unix workstation
• X.25 support
• Commercial users, e.g. SA Justice Department
• E-mail in early 1980s

CSIRO Computing History44 |



CSIRO Computing History45 |

CoResearch Feb. 1986


